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MAN SEEN VOTING
MULTIPLE TIMES
HELD AFTEREC'SFIR
LUCKNOW: The Election
Commission (EC) has lodged
an FIR against a man aftera
video showing him voting
multiple times at a booth in
Etah district went viral. He has
been arrested.

Giving this information
here on Sunday, chief electoral
officer Navdeep Rinwa said
instructions to suspend and
institute disciplinary
proceedings againstall the
members of the polling party
had been issued.

The FIR has been registered
under Sections 171-F and 419
of the Indian Penal Code,
Sections 128, 132 & 136 of the
Representation of the People
Act 1951 at Nayagaon police
station in Etah district.

“The person appearing to
be voting multiple timesin
the video has been identified
as Rajan Singh s/0 Anil Singh,
resident of village Khiriya
Pamaran, and has been
arrested by the police,” he
said. He said repoll had been
recommended to the ECin the
polling station concerned.

“Strictinstructions to
rigorously follow the
procedure with regard to
identification of the voters
have been issued to all district
election officers of the
remaining phases in UP’
Rinwa said. HTC
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Boy, 17, seen pressing EVM
8 times in video, detained

Times NEws NETWORK

Lucknow: A viral video sho-
wing the teenage son of a
gram pradhan purportedly
voting eight times at a polling
station in UP's Farrukhabad
constituency on May 13 led the
authorities to file an FIR and
detain him late Sunday, initia-
te disciplinary proceedings
against officials managing
the booth, and recommend a
repoll.

SP chief Akhilesh Yaday,
Wayanad MP Rahul Gandhi,
and Congress's X handle were
among those who shared the
two-minute, 19-second video
compilation showing the of-
fender flashing different ID
cards at intervals and appea-
ring to press the EVM button

CASE REGISTERED

> Teen, son of a local village
official, seen pressing EVM
button for BJP’s Farrukhabad
candidate Mukesh Rajput;
case registered by local admin

> 2-minute video, shot from
village in Etah, was shared by

Akhilesh, Rahul, Cong on X

in front of BJP candidate Mu-
kesh Rajput’s photo and the lo-
tus symbol.

AnFIR hasbeenregistered
under various IPC sections at
Nayagaon police station in
Etahdistrict.

He is seen wearing two
shirts in the video of multiple
frames stitched together.

»Machine inspection, P 12
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‘Polling agents
took my son to
participate in
EVM inspection’

tion officer Navdeep Rinwa

said, "An FIR has been regis-
tered under sections 171-F and
419 (impersonation) of IPC, and
128 (violation of the secrecy of
voting), 132 (misconduct) & 136
(fraud) of the Representation of
People Act, 1951 at Nayagaon po-
lice station in Etah district,” he
said.

The underage voter’s father
told TOI that some polling
agents took his son to a nearby
booth before the start of voting
"to participate in the EVM ma-
chine inspection/randomisa-
tion". "My son pressed the ballot
unitseveral times, shot the video
and later shared it." He said that
his son was 17-year-old and a stu-
dent of class XII. SP chief Akhi-
lesh shared the video at 4.05pm
Sunday from his official X han-
dle with a post, "If Election Com-
mission feels this is wrong, then
it must take some action, other-
wise... BJP's booth committee is
actually aloot committee."

Rahul wrote, "Seeing its de-
feat, BJP wants to loot democra-
cy by pressuring the govern-
ment machinery to deny the
mandate. Congressexpectsfrom
all the officers performing elec-
tion duty that they should not
forget their constitutional re-
sponsibility under the pressure
of power.."

I nastatement, UP's chief elec-
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Video of ‘boy’ voting
eight times: FIR filed

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, MAY 19

AN FIR was registered againstan
unidentified person at Naya
Gaon town of Etah district in
Uttar Pradesh for the alleged vi-
olation of the model code of
conduct and other offences, on
the basis of a video wherein an
unidentified “boy” was seen
claiming to have cast vote eight
times.

The case was registered af-
ter a preliminary inquiry.

In the video, the boy is seen
counting each time he presses
the button on the EVM.

The Etah district administra-
tion officials said they have
identified the polling booth
where the video was shot.
However, the local police said
they are still in the process of
identifying the person seen in
the video, which was widely
shared on social media.

“Based on a complaint filed
by Sub-Divisional Magistrate P
Tripathi, we have registered an
FIR against an unidentified per-
son. As part of ourinvestigation,
wie will try to locate the person,
who appears to be a minor, seen
in the video,” Naya Gaon 5HO
Ritesh Thakur said.

The FIR was registered at
Maya Gaon police station under
IPC sections 171-F { punishment
for undue influence or person-
ation at an election), 419 ( cheat-
ing by personation), along with
various sections of the
Representation of the People
Act. Additionally, provisions of
the Information Technology
Act have also been invoked by
the police.

Etah Additional District
Magistrate Satya Prakash said
they identified the polling booth
after the preliminary inquiry
and have recommended sus-
pension of polling officials
posted, besides departmental
action against the sector mag-
istrate.

Maya Gaon is a part of the
Aligarh Assembly constituency,
which falls within the
Farrukhabad Lok Sabha con-
stituency that went to polls on
May 13. Farrukhabad's incum-
bent MP Mukesh Rajput of the
BJP is pitted against Naval
Kishore Shakya of the
Samajwadi Party.

Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav posted the video
on X and wrote: “Agar chunav
aayog ko lage ki yeh galat hua hai
toh voh kuchh kaarvayi jarur
karen nahin to bhajpa ki booth

committee darassal loot cormimit-
tee hai. (If the Election
Commission feels that this is
wrong, then they should defi-
nitely take some action, other-
wise... BJP's booth committee is
actually a loot committee.)”
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi shared Akhilesh's post
on on X, saying: "Apni haar
saamne dekh kar bhajpa
janadesh ko jhutlane key liye
sarkari tantra par dabaav ba-
nakar loktantra ko lootna chahti
hai. Congress chunavi duty kar
rahe sabhi adhikariyon se yeh
apeksha karti hai ki woh satta ke
dabav ke saamne apni samvaid-
hanik jimmedari na bhule.
Varna INDIA ki sarkar bante hi
aisi karwai hogi ki aage koi bhi
samvidhan ki shapath ka ap-
maan karne sey pehley 10 baar
sochega. (Seeing its defeat, the
BJP wants to defy the mandate
by putting pressure on the gov-
ernment machinery to rob
democracy. Congress expectsall
officials performing election du-
ties to not forget their constitu-
tional responsibilities in the face
of pressure from those in power.
Otherwise, once INDIA forms
the government, action taken
will make anyone think ten
times before disrespecting the
oath under the Constitution).”
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